
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February Birthstone:  

Amethyst 
 

 Amethyst is a violet variety of 

quartz often used in jewelry. The 

name comes from the Ancient Greek 

word for "not intoxicated." 

 The ancient Greeks and Romans 

wore amethyst and made drinking 

vessels of it in the belief that it would 

prevent intoxication, while medieval 

European soldiers wore amethyst am-

ulets as protection in battle, believing 

that amethysts could heal people and 

keep them cool-headed. 
 

 From Myth: In Greek mythology, 

Dionysus, the god of wine and drunk-

enness, was pursuing a maiden named 

Amethystos, who refused his affec-

tion. Amethystos prayed to the gods 

to remain chaste, a prayer which the 

goddess Artemis answered, trans-

forming her into a white stone. 

 Humbled by Amethystos' desire 

to remain chaste, Dionysus poured 

wine over the stone as an offering, 

dyeing the crystals purple. 
---------------------------------------- 

 

Love is a game that two can play  

and both can win. 
Eva Gabor 

Get Free Cleaning Tips and Specials at our Website www.carpetmanclean.com! 

Valentine's Day Around the Globe 
 

 Valentine's Day has regional traditions in the UK. In Norfolk, a 

character called 'Jack' Valentine knocks on the rear door of houses heav-

ing sweets and presents for children. Although leaving treats, many chil-

dren were afraid of this mystical person. 

 

In Wales many people celebrate St. Dwynwens' Day on January instead 

of or as well as St Valentine's Day. The day commemorates St. Dwyn-

wen, the patron saint of Welsh lovers. 

 

In Spain and France, Valentine's Day is known as "San Valentin" and 

is celebrated the same way as in the UK, although in Catalonia it is 

largely superseded by similar festivities of rose and/or book giving on 

Saint George's Day. 

 

In Portugal it is more commonly referred to as "Dia dos Namora-

dos" (Boy/Girlfriend's Day). 

 

In Sweden it is called "All Hearts' Day" and was launched in the 1960s 

by the flower industry's commercial interests, and due to influence of 

American culture. It is not an official holiday, but its celebration is rec-

ognized and sales of flowers for this holiday are only bested by those for 

Mother's Day. 

 

According to Jewish tradition the 15th day of the month of Av - Tu 

B'Av (usually late August) is the festival of love. In ancient times girls 

would wear white dresses and dance in the vineyards, where the boys 

would be waiting for them. In modern Israeli culture this is a popular 

day to pronounce love, propose marriage and give gifts like cards or 

flowers. 

 

In Brazil, the Dia Dos Namorados ("Day of the enamored") is celebrat-

ed on June 12, when couples exchange gifts, chocolates, cards and flow-

er bouquets. It is the day before the Saint Anthony's day, known there as 

the marriage saint, when many single women perform popular rituals in 

order to find a good husband or a boyfriend. 

 

In Colombia, the Dia del amor y la amistad ("Love and Friendship 

Day") is celebrated on the third Friday and Saturday in September. In 

this country the "Secret friend" tradition is quite popular, which consists 

of randomly assigning to each participant a recipient who is to be given 

an anonymous gift (similar to the Christmas tradition of Secret Santa). 
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A kiss is a lovely trick designed by 

nature to stop speech when words 

become superfluous. 
Ingrid Bergman 

---------------------- 

At the touch of love everyone be-

comes a poet. 
Plato 

---------------------- 

Being deeply loved by someone gives 

you strength, while loving someone 

deeply gives you courage. 
Lao Tzu 

---------------------- 

Can miles truly separate you from 

friends? If you want to be with  

someone you love,  

aren't you already there? 
Richard Bach 

---------------------- 

Fortune and love favor the brave. 
Ovid 

---------------------- 

Looking back, I have this to regret, 

that too often when I loved,  

I did not say so. 
David Grayson 

The Famous Cardiff Giant Hoax 
 

 The Cardiff Giant was one of 

the most famous hoaxes in United 

States history. It was a 10-foot tall 

"petrified man" uncovered on Octo-

ber 16, 1869 by workers digging a 

well behind the barn of William 

Newell in Cardiff, NY. The giant was 

the creation of a New York tobacco-

nist named George Hull. 
 

 Hull, an atheist, decided to create the giant after an argument at a Meth-

odist revival meeting about the passage in Genesis 6:4 stating that there were 

giants who once lived on Earth. 

 Hull hired men to carve out a 10-foot long block of gypsum in Fort 

Dodge, Iowa, telling them it was intended for a monument to Abraham Lin-

coln in New York. He shipped the block to Chicago, where he hired a stone-

cutter to carve it into the likeness of a man and swore him to secrecy. 

 Various stains and acids were used to make the giant appear to be old and 

weathered, and the giants surface was beaten with steel knitting needles em-

bedded in a board to simulate pores. In November 1868, Hull transported the 

giant by rail to the farm of William Newell, his cousin. Nearly a year later, 

Newell hired Gideon Emmons and Henry Nichols, ostensibly to dig a well, 

and on October 16, 1869 they found the giant. One of the men reportedly ex-

claimed, "I declare, some old Indian has been buried here!" 

 Newell set up a tent over the giant and charged 25 cents for people who 

wanted to see it. Two days later her increased the price to 50 cents. People 

came by the wagon load. 

 Archaeological scholars pronounced the giant a fake, and some geologists 

even noticed that there was no good reason to try to dig a well in the exact 

spot the giant had been found. Some Christian fundamentalists and preachers, 

however, defended its authenticity. 

 Eventually, Hull sold his part-interest for $23,000 to a syndicate of five 

men headed by David Hannum. They moved it to Syracuse, NY for exhibi-

tion. The giant drew such crowds that showman P. T. Barnum offered 

$50,000 for the giant.  Hull confessed the hoax to the press, and on February 

2,1870 the giant was revealed as a fake in court. 

See Insert This Issue: 
 

Here's Why 
You Should 
Reconsider 
Waiting to 

Call Me... 

Dear Mr. Hongslo, “In late October, we returned home from a 4-day visit to family in Washington to find a broken hot 

water pipe in our downstairs utility room and a completely flooded basement level.  It was early Sunday evening when we 

discovered the disaster and were desperate to handle the situation.  I knew we did not have the equipment or resources to 

deal with the problem and went to the yellow pages for help.  The first seven restoration companies I called did not an-

swer their phone.  My eighth call was to TCM and was answered by one of  your Project Managers, Mr. Ron Farnsworth. 

Ron told me he would have a team to our house in just over an hour.  Much to my relief, Ron and his crew did in fact ar-

rive in about an hour and immediately took control of the situation, vacuuming up water, moving furniture and valuables 

to sage dry areas, removed damaged flooring and planning how to save the sheetrock on the walls of the lower level of 

my house.  For the next three days Ron and his crew brought in specialized equipment to dry the walls, and helped plan 

the complete restoration of the downstairs, all the while making measures to allow my wife and I to stay in our home.  

Within a short number of weeks Ron had arranged subcontractors to restore our home with new flooring, repairing wall 

paper, replacing doors and trim, etc.  All work was conducted in a very professional manner and was of very high quality.  

I want to thank Ron and TCM for all the efforts to make a disastrous situation bearable for my wife and me, and for mak-

ing our house our home again.  I have rarely experienced such outstanding service from a service provider.”    

Sincerely, Bud Alto 

 

Thanks For Your Kind Words…. 



 

 

 

 
 

  

Thank You! 
Thanks to YOU the word is spreading! Thanks to all of my wonderful clients and friends who graciously referred me to their 

friends and neighbors last month! My business runs on the positive comments and referrals from people just like you! I couldn’t do 

it without you!  A special thanks to all these fine folks who referred me...  

 

Nicole Bendle for  referring Jaime Vinette 

Northern Heating for referring  Bill Gartell 

Grant Gibb for  referring Christine Demolina 

Valley Neuroscience for referring Alaska Neuroscience 

  

February 3rd is Four Chaplains Day 
 

 1943 The Allied troopship S.S. Dorchester 

was torpedoed by a German sub and went down 

with a loss of 600 lives. As it sank, four chap-

lains gave up their lifejackets to shipmates, 

thereby also perishing in the icy waters. The 

bravery of Rev. Clark Poling (Dutch Re-

formed), Rev. George Lansing Fox 

(Methodist), Father John Washington (a Cath-

olic priest) and Alexander David Goode (a 

Jewish rabbi) led Congress afterward to mark 

February 3rd as "Four Chaplains Day." 
  

 The torpedo knocked out the Dorchester's 

electrical system, leaving the ship dark. Panic 

set in among the men on board, many of them 

trapped below decks. The chaplains sought to 

calm the men and organize an orderly evacua-

tion of the ship, and helped  guide wounded 

men to safety. 
 

  As life jackets were passed out to the men, 

the supply ran out before each man had one. 

The chaplains removed their own life jackets 

and gave them to others. They helped as many 

men as they could into lifeboats, and then 

linked arms and, saying prayers and singing 

hymns, went down with the ship. 
 

 "As I swam away from the ship, I looked 

back. The flares had lighted everything. 

The bow came up high and she slid under. 

The last thing I saw, the Four Chaplains 

were up there praying for the safety of the 

men. They had done everything they could. 

I did not see them again. They themselves 

did not have a chance without their life 

jackets."  - Grady Clark, survivor 
 

 On December 19, 1944, all four chaplains were 

posthumously awarded the Purple Heart and the 

Distinguished Service Cross. 

2/2/1913 NYC's Grand Cen-

tral Terminal opens 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Grand Central Terminal is a termi-

nal station at 42nd street and Park Ave-

nue in Midtown Manhattan in New York 

City. Built by and named for New York 

Central Railroad in the heyday of Ameri-

can long-distance passenger trains, it is 

the largest train station in the world by 

number of platforms: 44, with 67 tracks 

along them. 

 Although the terminal has been 

properly called "Grand Central Terminal" 

since 1913, many people continue to re-

fer to it as "Grand Central Station." 

Grand Central Station is the name of the 

nearby post office, as well as the name of 

the previous rail station on the site. 
 

 The Other 9/11: On September 11, 

1976 a group of Croatian nationalists 

planted a bomb in Grand Central Termi-

nal, which was discovered by authorities 

who unsuccessfully tried to defuse it. The 

resulting explosion killed a NYPD bomb 

squad specialist, and wounded more than 

thirty people. 

 Following the 9/11 attacks, it was 

briefly thought that the significant date of 

September 11 signifying an attack against 

a New York landmark might indicate 

Croat nationalist forces at work again. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Your New 

  Issue Has 

  Arrived! 
 

   Look Inside For Some 

   Amazing Money-Saving 

   Tips and More! 

 

Who Wants To Win 

Movie Tickets? 
 

Take my Trivia Challenge 

And you could win too! 
 

This is one of my favorite parts of the newsletter! Each 

month, I’ll give you a new trivia question. The first ## 

people who call my office with the correct answer will 

win two FREE movie tickets. Enjoy a night out on me 

with someone special in your life! Take your best guess, 

and then call me at ppp! Remember, your chances of 

winning are better than you think! 

This month’s Mega Trivia Question: 

According to myth, which ancient Greek goddess 

turned Amethystos into a white stone? 
 

A) Gaia    B) Artemis    C) Athena 

D) Hera    E) Aphrodite 
 

HINT: The answer is somewhere in this newsletter 

 

CONGRATULATIONS!! 

 

The winner of last month’s trivia contest was… 

Joshua Campbell 
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Joshua was the first person to correctly answer 

the January Trivia Challenge Questions: 

 
“What is the most popular beverage in world?”   

                                 A) Tea 

Take your best shot at this month’s trivia chal-

lenge! Just email your answer and contact infor-

mation to info@carpetmanclean.com~YOU may 

be the next BIG winner!! 


